CHAPTER  V.
THE STASSANO FURNACE AND   PROCESS.
The Stassano furnace and process for smelting iron ore by the aid of electrically-generated heab is the oldest of those described in these chapters, the first patent having been granted to Stassano, who was then a captain in the Italian Artillery, in April, 1898.
The early experiments were made at Rome in the year 1899, and, the results of these having been looked upon as promising, a company was formed to exploit the furnace and process upon an industrial scale of operations, a plant capable of utilising 1,500 H.P. being planned for erection at Darfo in Northern Italy. This plant was partially completed, and the Stassano furnace was seen in operation there in 1901 by Dr. Hans Goldschmidb of Essen, who prepared an official report upon it for the German Patent Office. The company controlling this development unfortunately exhausted its financial resources before the furnace or process had become a success from a commercial point of view, and the operations a*i Darfo ceased in. the following year. The Italian Government, however, arranged with the inventor to carry on the experimental work with the process at the Royal Arsenal, Turin, arid the Canadian Commissioners inspected the furnace at this place in March, 1904. The refractory roof of the furnace had fallen in some time before their visit, and, as there had been some delay in obtaining the materials for its repair, the Commissioners were not able themselves to witness the furnace in operation.
The experiments with the Stassano furnace are, however, being continued by the Forni Termoelettrici Stassano at Turin, and according to the most recent information kindly given byd work a furnace of this type, under licence from the Berlin firm.
